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LARRY RUFF, LEGENDARY ENGLISH PROFESSOR, DIES; GRAVESIDE SERVICE
JAN. 4, PRAYER SERVICE PLANNED NEXT WEEK
DAYTON, Ohio- A graveside service will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 4, at
Calvary Cemetery for Lawrence A. Ruff, professor emeritus of English at the University of
Dayton. Described by colleagues as a brilliant, witty and unforgettable professor, Ruff enjoyed a
40-year teaching career at UD, where he taught every honors student from 1979 until his
retirement in 2000.
Participants should meet inside the Calvary Cemetery gates. UD also will hold a prayer
service on campus next week. Ruff, a Kettering resident, died Dec. 21 at the age of 67.
"For me, Dr. Ruff and Dayton are nearly indistinguishable," said Alan Kimbrough,
professor ofEnglish, at a 1985 recognition dinner on campus when Ruff celebrated 25 years of
teaching. "When I first flew to Dayton in 1969 for an interview, it was Dr. Ruff who met me at
the airport, holding a very prominent copy of Jane Austen and assuming that I would recognize
him by that most appropriate emblem. And ever since, Dr. Ruff has been an unfailing mentor, a
voice of wisdom and experience with a scholar's memory for relevant details and a nearly
Trollopian sense of political nuance."
Ruff specialized in 18th- and 20th-century English and European literature and taught an honors
English seminar. For more than a decade (1968-1979), he served as the editor of the University
of Dayton Review. He won the 1984 Award for Outstanding Teacher of the Year in the College
of Arts and Sciences.
Ruff always dressed impeccably in well-tailored suits and held "a long cigarette holder
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back when people smoked while they taught," remembered Brian Conniff, chair of the English
department. "He was considered an exemplary teacher, and I consistently heard extraordinary
praise from his former students."
Patrick Palermo, former director of the Honors Program, described Ruff as "the perfect
181h-century gentleman and a perfect selection to introduce honors students to the rigors and
demands of excellence in higher education. Through the course of the semester, they came to
understand the demands of literary criticism and intellectual pursuit, while appreciating a
perspective that brought a real richness to the novel under examination."
Ruff never sacrificed his high expectations in the classroom, but it became a well-known
fact that he would cancel the final exam if students in his honors English seminar threw a
birthday party for him. "Before students even entered the University, they would call me in the
middle of the summer to plan the birthday party for Professor Ruff," recalled Palermo, professor
of history. "He was a person who knew himself and, in that understanding of himself, he began
to teach students to understand themselves."
In the early 1980s when "interdisciplinary teaching was distinctly unfashionable in most
English departments," Conniff said Ruff led a group of faculty from English, philosophy, music
and art in the development of a six-credit undergraduate course, Contemporary Intellectual
Trends: Europe.
"It was a course way ahead of its time," Conniff said. "He always knew well how to

meet curricular demands without sacrificing intellectual rigor."
A Dayton native, Ruff earned a bachelor's degree in English from the University of
Dayton in 1958, a master's degree from Catholic University of America in 1959 and a Ph.D.
from Ohio State University in 1968.
Westbrock Funeral Home is handling funeral arrangements. In lieu of flowers,
contributions can be made to the Johanna Koehler Ruff Fund, a scholarship fund at the
University of Dayton School ofLaw. Donations can be mailed to University ofDayton, 300
College Park, Dayton, OH 45469-1681.
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